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July 11: In the 18 months since the collapse of the Duvalier dictatorship, Haiti has stumbled from
one crisis to another. Never before, however, have so many different segments of society lined up in
opposition to the military leaders. The US backs the government headed by Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy,
and that has fueled a new outbreak of anti-US feeling. A handful of young men burned a US flag
in front of the US Embassy on the afternoon of July 11. Protesters in Port au Prince marched in one
of the biggest demonstrations in months chanted: "Down with American! Long live communism!"
The resignation of a handful of provincial officials in protest to the government, and a turnout
of more than 10,000 marchers in the capital, indicated that the crisis had not yet run its course.
Many marchers said that they were anti-communist, but that they believed a show of support for
communism was a way of telling Washington that its alignment with the regime was turning friends
into enemies. The leaders of the protests have said they will give the generals until July 13 to resign.
The generals have ignored all requests for discussions. July 13: The leaders of 57 organizations
which sponsored massive protest demonstrations in the last two weeks sometimes called the
Patriotic Front released a statement calling on Haitians to prepare on Monday and Tuesday for the
second phase of strikes. July 14: The Patriotic Front announced that Haitians will again stay away
from work and take to the streets beginning July 15. Opposition leaders reportedly met during
the weekend to select a list of individuals who would be acceptable replacements for the junta
headed by Namphy. Among the candidates is Supreme Court vice president Felix Cavanagh. July
15: Haitian economic and transport activities were at low ebb, as citizens once again took to the
streets to demand the junta's resignation. Protest leaders said they are convinced the government
plans to continue in power, particularly after it received support from the United States expressed
in statements by Reagan administration officials last week. (Basic data from several reports by
PRENSA LATINA, NEW YORK TIMES, WASHINGTON POST)
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